
 
 
First birthday treat for community house 
 
Marking a first birthday with a makeover may seem a little strange but when 
the job was finished everyone agreed that the change was remarkable. 
 
 It was a slightly unusual celebration, however, for it celebrated 12 months 
since the housing association Cartrefi Conwy took over responsibility for 
housing services from Conwy County Borough Council. 
 
 And the subject of the makeover was the Community House on the Peulwys 
estate in Old Colwyn, one of Cartrefi Conwy’s largest estates. 
 
 Last month tea dances were held for tenants, in Llandudno and Towyn, as 
the first part of the birthday celebrations, and the Board of Cartrefi Conwy also 
agreed to give communities a boost by carrying out three makeovers. 
 
 Estate officers, community groups and others were asked to submit “bids” 
and the three projects chosen were the redecorating of the Community 
House, the tidying up of St Seiriols Gardens in Llandudno and the creation of 
a community garden in a disused plot of land near Ysgol Glan Gele in 
Abergele. 
 
 The schemes were selected because they could provide an immediate 
impact and be completed in a matter of a few hours thanks to co-operation 
among various partners. 
 
 The Peulwys Community House first opened in 2000 as a base for activities 
on the 260-house estate and its remit has since widened to cover adjoining 
roads and communities. 
 
 “It is used by several organizations and was badly in need of a facelift,” said 
house manager Lynn Arthur, 
 
 “It’s basically a drop-in centre for advice and information on all kinds of 
things. It was first opened by Conwy Council and it’s great that the community 
is still receiving the same level of support from Cartrefi Conwy,” she said. 
 
 The first task was to tidy up the garden, which was carried out by young 
people doing community payback, under the supervision of Community 
Justice Intervention Wales (CJIW). They cleared the area and laid bark chips, 
work which counted towards their Duke of Edinburgh Awards. 
 



 The level of the wooden fence around the house was also lowered to improve 
the appearance of the premises. 
 
Then J & S Seddon Painting Ltd, who were awarded Cartrefi Conwy’s painting 
and decorating contract for the current financial year, provided the materials 
and manpower for the kitchen, hallway and meeting-rooms to receive a 
facelift. 
 
 “The tenants will really appreciate what has been done,” said Lynn, who is 
present at the house every morning from Monday to Friday. 
 
 As the work came to a close Gwynne Jones, Cartrefi Conwy’s Director of 
Operations, said he was very pleased with the response from all involved and 
with the spirit of co-operation. 
 
 “It’s really good that staff have been able to get involved and we are very 
grateful to J & S Seddon Painting Ltd and CJIW for their great contribution to 
the project,” he said. 
 
 “We feel that the makeover of the Community House, and other two projects 
in the pipeline, can make a difference to their respective communities.” 
 
 Since taking over responsibility for 3,800 properties in September,2008, 
Cartrefi Conwy has already made huge progress in its £30m programme to 
improve kitchens, bathrooms and heating systems throughout the county. 
 
Pictured: Lynn Arthur, Community House Manager and Marie Bowler, 
Community Centre Administrator, who are also both residents on the Peulwys 
Estate, put the finishing touches on the new fence. 
 

 


