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Football stars kick off new community fund

A housing association has kicked off a £250,000 fund to help local community
groups and individuals.

The first donation from the Cartrefi Conwy Community Chest has gone to the
Penmaenhead Celts’ Under 14 football team — now they’re looking for other
funding bids to support.

Cartrefi Conwy was established just over a year ago and took over
responsibility for housing from Conwy County Borough Council last year.

As part of the transfer agreement the association undertook to make £50,000
available each year for five years for community projects throughout the
county, and invited bids from local organizations.

Gwynne Jones, Director of Operations of Cartrefi Conwy, explained: “Grants
are available to any voluntary, community or recreational groups in Conwy.

“We will also consider individual applications which meet the criteria set out in
our guidelines.

“Our Community Chest panel will use their local knowledge to decide which
projects should get support.

“Successful groups can secure up to £1,000 and for exceptional projects
there’s even more — up to £10,000 is available.

“The grants can be used to fund things such as improved recreational
facilities, environmental projects, purchasing equipment and training or
learning activities.”

The donation of £1,208 to the Penmaenhead Celts was celebrated with a
friendly game on the Peulwys estate, in Old Colwyn.

The staff of Cartrefi Conwy challenged the youngsters to a five-a-side match
at the Tan-y-Marian Community Centre.

The money will be put to good use for purchasing training equipment and
base-layer clothing to keep the lads warm in winter.

The Celts play in the Colwyn and Aberconwy Junior League but as they have
no home ground of their own they have to meet the cost of travelling to every



fixture as well as hiring the all-weather pitch at Colwyn Bay’s Eirias Park for
weekly training sessions.

Manager Gareth Humphreys said: “There’s a huge expense involved and
raising the money is hard work in an area like this, so this grant is a real
godsend,” he said.

“It's a massive boost for us and it came as a big surprise because | thought
we’d be lucky to get half the amount we’d applied for,” he said.

Team captain Jordan Lloyd, 14, said the lads, about half of whom live on the
large Peulwys Estate, were equally delighted with the new equipment and Kkit.

“It's great having this extra layer to wear under our shirts because it used to
get really cold at times,” he said.

Gwynne Jones said: “We would be delighted to receive bids from groups
throughout Conwy. They are then considered by a panel of tenants and an
independent member of the Cartrefi Conwy Board, but applicants do not have
to have a direct link with our tenants’ associations.

“The Penmaenhead Celts put forward a good case and we were happy to be
able to come to their assistance. We wish them well,” he said.

Lining up alongside Gwynne Jones in the Association’s team were
Community Involvement Manager Phil Jones, Kevin Talbot, who is
Responsive Repairs Co-ordinator, electrician Steve Harris, janitor Dave
Wilkinson and estate officer Emyr Hughes, who proved to be the hero of the
hour as he produced a string of saves, including a penalty save, which helped
his side scrape a 4-2 win against their younger and fitter opponents.

Any groups interested in applying for Community Che st funding should
contact Cartrefi Conwy’s Community Involvement Team on 01492
805529 or 805531 or email get.involved@cartreficonw  y.org

Pictured: The Penmaenhead Celts’ Under 14 football team receive their
donation from Cartrefi Conwy’s Gwynne Jones, Director of Operations and
Phil Jones, Community Involvement Manager.






