
 
 
Python Terry Jones looks on the bright side with Ca rtrefi 
Conwy 
 
The former Python Terry Jones has joined the chorus of congratulation for a 
housing association celebrating its first birthday. 

The 64-year-old writer and director, originally from Colwyn Bay, has made a 
“miraculous recovery” after being diagnosed with the early stages of bowel 
cancer. 

According to Terry, the progress being made by Cartrefi Conwy is another 
reason to look on the bright side of life. 

Cartrefi Conwy has embarked on a massive £30 million programme to 
improve its 3,800 properties. 
 
The housing association came into being last year when it took over all 
Conwy County Borough Council’s houses and flats in a stock transfer voted 
for by council tenants. 
 
It is working  towards achieving the target, set by the Welsh Assembly 
Government, of bringing all the properties up to the Welsh Housing Quality 
Standard by 2012. 
 
After hearing about the improvement programme, Terry sent a special 
message to Cartrefi Conwy. 
 
He said: “I'd like to wish Cartrefi Conwy a very Happy First Birthday, and hope 
that it continues its good work and tenant involvement for a long time.” 
 
Cllr Dilwyn Roberts, the Leader of Conwy County Borough Council, was a key 
figure when Cartrefi Conwy was formed. 
 
He said: “I take particular pride that Cartrefi Conwy is thriving as I was the 
lead member looking into the stock options and stock transfer when the 
process happened. 
 
“Because of the way Government legislation was set up at the time, I believe 
the tenants are better off than they would have been had the properties 
remained the responsibility of the council. 
 
“Cartrefi Conwy has been able to access additional funding that would not 
have been available to the council and has embarked on a £30 million 



housing improvement programme which will bring great benefits to the 
tenants. 
“I am pleased that Cartrefi Conwy has ensured that the procurement process 
will create local employment and set up local supply chains. As a result, the 
improvement programme is providing a valuable boost to the county’s 
economy.” 
 
Clwyd West MP, David Jones, was also pleased to be able to wish Cartrefi 
Conwy a happy birthday. 
 
He said: “I am delighted to hear that the £30 million improvement programme 
is progressing according to plan because it will help improve the quality of life 
for the tenants. They deserve the best quality housing possible." 
 
The message was echoed in a message from Conwy AM Gareth Jones who 
added: "Happy Birthday Cartrefi Conwy! Congratulations on your success so 
far. 
 
“I look forward to continue working closely with you to ensure that Cartrefi 
Conwy tenants enjoy an even better quality of life and that as many local 
workers as possible are employed in bringing the tenants' homes up to the 
higher standards required by 2012."  
  
Clwyd West AM Darren Millar was also keen to offer his best wishes. 
 
He said: “I would like to offer my sincere congratulations to Cartrefi Conwy on 
reaching this important first milestone. 
 
“The massive housing improvement programme is great news for tenants and 
will help improve the quality of life for many people by bringing their homes up 
to the Welsh Quality Standard. That’s nothing less than they deserve.” 
 
Andrew Bowden, the Chief Executive of Cartrefi Conwy, was thrilled that so 
many influential people had been “so generous in their congratulations.” 
 
He said: “It is recognition that Cartrefi Conwy is delivering what we promised 
from the outset. 
 
“Our mission in life is to improve the quality of life for our tenants and the 
improvement programme will do just that. 
 
“It is the largest ever capital programme ever to be undertaken in the history 
of Conwy in relation to social housing.” 
 
“It’s also great news for the local economy which has been severely hit by the 
effects of the recession. 
 
“Under the terms of the procurement process , contractors are expected to 
employ local people and set up local supply chains.Training and 
apprenticeships will also be available to young people from the area.”. 



Pictured: Andrew Bowden, Chief Executive and Pam Lonie, Chair share the 
birthday cake with Dilwyn Roberts, Leader of Conwy County Borough Council. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


